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Project Mainstreaming Gender in Conflict Affected Areas: the Case of Akhalgori and Pankisi 

Date March 2012 – December 2014 

Place Republic of Georgia 

Aim Akhalgori district was controlled and administered by the Georgian government before 
2008 war. In the course of 2008 conflict, approximately 6000 inhabitants were forced to 
leave their homes and became IDPs. The project is focused on women rights to assess 
the situation in the occupied area in all relevant aspects; organize training for women 
to build their knowledge; alert international community and prepare a package of 
recommendations to contribute to the resolution of conflict. The project is 
implemented in cooperation with Georgian NGO For the better Future. 
In case of Pankisi, the main goal of the project is to promote and strengthen women 
rights in the remote areas of the Republic of Georgia, placing an heavy emphasis on 
Pankisi Valley. 
The objectives of the project:  

- to prepare a comprehensive study assessing women rights in Pankisi; 

- to organize a tailored training to strengthen their capacities contributing to the 
development of the civil society and promoting women rights in Pankisi; 

- to stage a conference focused on the situation of women rights and 
development projects in Pankisi.  

 
 

 

Outcome The project provided training for females from Akhalgori and Pankisi. Focused on their 

capacity building and enhancement of their role in the society. 

The project provided thorough analysis of Pankisi Valley which has been notorious for 

Chechen field commanders operating in the valley, Al-Qaeda elements, arms smuggling, 

kidnapping, grave violations of human rights, boiling instability and rise of wahhabism.  

It focused on the peculiarities of Pankisi Valley and women rights which remain one of the 

most baffling issues with the increased role of wahhabism in the society. The publication 

was issued which was structured into three main parts. The first part introduces a 

scaffolding of intercultural miscommunication theory which helps explaining failed 

communication and understanding between communities, and inability of promoting a 

tolerant acceptance of existence of diversity of cultures and customs, encouraging 

structures which safeguard the rights of all members of the society. The theory offers 

tangible solutions for reconciliation and tolerance between the communities which are in 

need in Pankisi. The second part sheds some light on Pankisi Valley and explains its social, 

economic, political and security peculiarities which need to be understood well in order to 
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analyze women rights in this uniquely divided society. The third part focuses on the 

women role in Pankisi.  
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